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 The meeting started at 11:07 with Eva KAILI, MEP and STOA Chair, in the chair. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE 641.553) 

 The Chair informed Members that, due to the coronavirus-related restrictions, the meeting was to be conducted 

partly physically and partly via the Interactio teleconferencing tool. Interpretation was available in English, 

French, German, Italian and Spanish and the meeting was being web-streamed. 

− She then announced that the draft agenda was in the dossier and, as there were no requests for changes or 

additions, the agenda was deemed adopted. 

2. Approval of draft minutes – STOA Panel meeting of 8 May 2020 (PE 641.533) 

 The Chair announced that the draft minutes of the Panel meeting of 8 May 2020 were in the dossier and, as 

there were no requests for changes, they were deemed approved (as in the file). 

3. STOA ongoing activities 

− The Chair thanked the Secretariat and pointed out that STOA had continued its activities undiminished under 

the emergency measures. 

− More specifically, she noted that for the STOA Annual Lecture, Professor Shoshana ZUBOFF (Harvard 

Business School, American author and scholar, author of the book ‘The Age of Surveillance Capitalism’) had 

accepted the invitation to be keynote speaker and the participation of Internal Market Commissioner Thierry 

BRETON has been in principle secured. She added that an appropriate date, suitable for the speakers and the 

Panel was being sought. 

− She then highlighted the successful online STOA events held on ‘Digital Identity’ (11 June 2020); ‘The big 

future of nanotechnology in medicine’ (25 June 2020); and ‘Contact Tracing Apps’ (7 July 2020). 

− She reported that STOA had published four studies, two In-Depth Analyses and two ‘What if’s since the last 

Panel meeting. The studies included one on blockchain & trade and three on AI (in relation to ethics and the 

GDPR, and a review of AI techniques and their impacts, in a regulatory, technological and societal context. 

− She mentioned the following work of the European Science-Media Hub (ESMH): (i) ten interviews on 

COVID-19 with leading European virologists and other experts, published in the last two months in a special 

interview series on the ESMH website; (ii) a variety of articles, covering different aspects of the public health 

measures against COVID-19, possible treatments, the social impact of the corona crisis, the challenges of 

tracing apps and digital solutions for health emergencies; (iii) the regular update on EU responses to the corona 

crisis, regularly sent to Members by e-mail, based on the ESMH stakeholder monitoring tool. 

− She also informed Members about new ESMH products: (i) a new section devoted to tackling the infodemic 

was launched on the ESMH website at the end of May, featuring interviews with experts on the dangerous 

phenomenon of mis- and disinformation around the new coronavirus; (ii) the regularly updated selection of 

good information sources on the coronavirus was complemented with a list of fact-checking/debunking 

sources tackling mis- and disinformation about COVID-19; (iii) the ESMH would like to complement its 

efforts for tackling COVID-19 disinformation with an overview of the spread of deceptive narratives, 

especially on social media; the ESMH team was therefore proposing to use external expertise, via a low-value 

contract using the ESMH budget, in order to provide Panel members and relevant stakeholders with regular 

reports on false claims and narratives about COVID-19 on different social media platforms. 

https://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/profile.aspx?facId=6582
https://sciencemediahub.eu/2020/03/18/european-responses-to-the-corona-crisis/
https://sciencemediahub.eu/2020/03/23/esmh-selection-sources-of-information-about-corona-virus/
https://sciencemediahub.eu/tackling-covid-19-infodemic-fact-checking-and-debunking-initiatives/
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− She went on to inform the Panel that, regarding the project to involve science journalists from the Member 

States in the activities of the Hub, the ESMH team planned to organise a first virtual joint event open to science 

journalists and communicators from different countries in the autumn. This virtual event would replace the 

physical Member State events, which were cancelled because of the pandemic. Depending on the experience 

from the first event, the ESMH would plan to organise additional ones depending on the situation and the 

preferences of the Member States. 

− She also informed the Panel that, on 3 September 2020, the ESMH would organise a roundtable on 

‘Disinformation and Science’ during the EuroScience Open Forum (ESOF) 2020 taking place in Trieste. She 

pointed out that it was planned to present a survey, conducted for the ESMH, which explored different 

perspectives on science-related false news among young people in Central Europe and Italy. She would open 

the debate and the keynote speaker would be Professor Stephan LEWANDOWSKY from the University of 

Bristol. The format of participation – physical, virtual or hybrid was still to be defined. 

4. Exchange of views with Maroš ŠEFČOVIČ, Vice-President for Interinstitutional Relations and 

Foresight, European Commission 

− The Chair welcomed Vice-President Maroš ŠEFČOVIČ and gave him the floor. Mr ŠEFČOVIČ pointed out 

that it was important for him to be part of this debate, as the European Commission’s first annual Strategic 

Foresight Report was being prepared. He explained that the Commission wanted to embed strategic foresight 

into the policy-making cycle in line with the commitment he had made to the European Parliament (EP). He 

added that the unexpected COVID-19 crisis had changed to some extent the focus of the report. 

− He then explained that the Foresight Report would be presented to the plenary in September 2020 and would 

focus on resilience, which would be the basis for the green and digital transformation of the European Union 

(EU). He invited STOA to be part of the debate and to contribute to the creation of a platform how for 

discussing foresight. He added that it would be important and helpful for him to know the view of STOA, and 

also to establish a network among the institutions, including key MEPs important for the debate. 

− Mr ŠEFČOVIČ explained that resilience should be assessed according to the European readiness to confront 

potential future crises in different geopolitical, socioeconomic and digital areas. He added that this should not 

only stay on a theoretic level, as the Commission was working closely with the Joint Research Centre (JRC), 

which was assessing what the disruption of global value chains meant for Europe over the last three months. 

− He noted that many European companies could not operate during the crisis, as they were dependent on raw 

material supply. A main focus would be on raw materials, diversifying suppliers, multiplying resources, and 

making sure that the Single Market was better interconnected, to use this in negotiations with key suppliers. 

− Mr ŠEFČOVIČ highlighted the future of jobs in light of the digital transition, in parallel with the 

implementation of the Green Deal. He continued that school requirements and university curricula might need 

adjustment to help with the green transition. He pointed out that these topics are covered in the first annual 

Strategic Foresight Report, which is supported by case studies and other supporting material. 

− Referring to the work he was doing under the European Battery Alliance and the Hydrogen Alliance, he 

informed Members about the Commission’s plans to create the alliance for raw materials, and he expressed 

interest in cooperation with and support from STOA. He reported that a regulation proposal on batteries was 

planned for October and explained that this would be an important signal to manufacturers and would motivate 

researchers to perform high-quality research for the next-generation batteries. He highlighted that setting 

standards as quickly as possible could turn the European Green Standard into a global trendsetter and 

eventually the global standard for batteries for cars and other uses. He pointed out that similar expectations 

could hold true also for the Hydrogen Alliance and the raw material alliance to be established. 

− Mr ŠEFČOVIČ thanked Members for the invitation and highlighted the importance of continuous dialogue. 

He concluded by stating that bringing foresight to the centre of decision-making would help accomplish goals. 

− Ms KAILI thanked Mr ŠEFČOVIČ for his excellent presentation and for his availability for this exchange of 

views with STOA, which she hoped would continue. She then opened the floor for questions.  

− Petra DE SUTTER, MEP and Panel member, asked if resilience would be an added layer to existing priorities 

or would shift priorities, which might also have implications for the priorities of STOA. 

− Maria-Manuel LEITÃO-MARQUES, MEP and Panel member, asked if there were ongoing projects related 

to foresight issues using European data and, if not, whether the European Commission could commit to 
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building up this capacity. Furthermore, she underlined the importance of inter-institutional cooperation on 

digital research programmes. 

− Ivars IJABS, MEP and STOA Second Vice-Chair, asked what would be the Commission Vice-President’s 

approach for increasing the budget of Horizon Europe and getting Member States on board for expenditure 

targets concerning Research and Development, and his suggestions for strengthening links between the JRC 

and the EP. Furthermore, he inquired as to how to maintain European technological and strategic sovereignty 

with regard to the digital strategies of other global powers. 

− Mr ŠEFČOVIČ highlighted the need for European solidarity in public health policy following the pandemic, 

with reference to the Next Generation EU. He then answered to Ms DE SUTTER by saying that the 

Commission would maintain its top priorities and its reliance on foresight for building resilience to crises. 

− Mr ŠEFČOVIČ followed up on Ms MARQUES’s question on data by saying that an appropriate data strategy 

would need to be developed in line with the regulatory framework in order to process data fairly. 

− Answering to Mr IJABS, Mr ŠEFČOVIČ said that preparations were ongoing on better regulation to reduce 

administrative burden, and develop evidence-based impact assessment and transparency in cooperation with 

the EP. He pointed out the support for research and innovation by both the Commission and the Parliament 

and expressed hope that this would be the EU priority. He also stated that cooperation was ongoing with the 

JRC and in the autumn a physical meeting might be possible to receive input from the Panel. 

− Regarding strategic sovereignty, Mr ŠEFČOVIČ argued that the Commission was implementing strategies to 

kick-start European technologies and boost European performance at a global level, citing the European 

Battery Alliance and the Hydrogen Alliance as examples. 

− Responding to questions from Patrizia TOIA, MEP and Panel member, and Ms KAILI, Mr ŠEFČOVIČ 

underscored his appreciation for the collaboration with STOA on foresight and expressed the hope that this 

would continue, as improved regulation would help Europe position itself better in the world, citing as specific 

examples the Battery Alliance and several projects in Sweden, France and Germany. 

− Mr ŠEFČOVIČ indicated that the Foresight Report would be an ideal opportunity for discussion with the 

Parliament and endorsed the idea of a European forum, considering that the Commission had established a 

similar internal network. He expressed the wish for an intergovernmental European network of political 

representatives supervising foresight activities in Member States, with links to the wealth of knowledge from 

research communities, and stated that he would be happy to discuss this with the Parliament in the future. 

− Mr ŠEFČOVIČ thanked the Members present for their discussion and the technical team for their support. 

5. New STOA projects and events 

− The Chair recalled that, in the dossier document entitled ‘Overview of new projects’, Members would find 

nine new projects previously approved by the Panel (listed under ‘Previously adopted projects’), 13 ‘New 

project proposals’ submitted by Panel members since the Panel meeting of 8 May 2020, and three ‘Priority 

workshop proposals’ endorsed by the STOA Bureau in February 2020 but not submitted to the Panel for 

approval yet. 

− She noted that the new proposals (12 studies and one workshop) had been endorsed by the STOA Bureau and 

were being recommended to the Panel for approval. If approved, they would be implemented with varying 

degrees of priority, based on their relevance to STOA priorities, the actual crisis and their urgency: 

- Priority 1: Projects to be launched immediately after approval by the Panel 

1) A framework for technology foresight intelligence, study 

2) 5G: additional study on the privacy and security aspects, study 

3) What will be the impact of COVID-19 on EU priorities such as the green transformation and the 

digitalisation of Europe?, study 

4) Meeting the Green Deal objectives by alignment of technology and behaviour, study 

5) Collective social isolation: observations on the psyche of the individual, study 

− Priority 2: Projects to be launched during 2020 or early 2021 

6) DigiTes - Boosting the human element in cybersecurity in times of COVID-19 crisis, workshop 

7) Tackling deepfakes in the new Al legislative framework, study 
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8) Contact tracing applications in the COVID-19 pandemic context. A social and gender approach about 

their possible consequences, study 

9) The impact of pollution on the spread of COVID-19, study 

10) After the coronavirus: a public infrastructure to overcome market failures in pharmaceutical research, 

study 

11) The contribution of EU-funded R&I partnerships in improving global health security, study 

− Priority 3: Projects to be launched later (by mid-2021) 

12) A social approach to smart cities and the cities’ digitalisation process, study 

13) Legal and ethical aspects of Al in the military and defence field, study 

- The Chair finally reported the three earlier workshop proposals endorsed by the STOA Bureau in February 

were being recommended additionally for approval by the Panel: 

1) Close the carbon cycle through substitution of fossil fuels use to meet the Green Deal objectives 

2) The precautionary principle; and 

3) Global collaborations in large-scale brain research. 

− The Chair suggested that the ‘EU Data Centre for Emergency Coordination & Response’ project should be 

extended with the perspective of common global standards for the quality of data needed in emergencies. 

− Mr IJABS thanked the Chair for the overview, and for the events on ‘Digital identity’ and ‘Contact Tracing 

Apps’, which he had found informative. In his view, the new projects ensured a balance with ongoing projects. 

− The Chair announced that, as there are no objections, the Panel had approved the proposed twelve new studies 

and four workshops. The new projects would be launched with varying degrees of priority, and depending on 

the budgetary and human resources available. 

6. Update on STOA's Centre4AI and the International Advisory Board 

− The Chair recalled that in December 2019, the Panel gave a mandate to the STOA Bureau to set up an AI 

platform within STOA and that in February 2020, the Panel agreed that the new AI platform created by STOA 

would be called ‘Centre4AI’ or ‘C4AI’. 

− The Chair noted that an important component of C4AI would be an advisory board that would accompany and 

guide its activities and that the STOA International Advisory Board could take up this role according to Article 

3(5) of the STOA Rules (last amended by the EP Bureau on 15 April 2019). 

− She explained that the mandate of the STOA International Advisory Board, set up towards the end of the 8th 

parliamentary term, had expired and its re-appointment for the 9th parliamentary term gave STOA a good 

opportunity to reshape it, focusing it on enhancing support for STOA’s activities in the area of AI. 

− She pointed out that the Bureau was recommending the list of prospective Board members that were in the 

dossier, comprising experts from academia, industry, international organisations, think tanks and professional 

associations. She added that, during its mandate 2020-2024, the Board would be chaired, on behalf of the 

STOA Panel, by herself. 

− The Chair then proposed to establish a reserve list of candidates, who could be invited to join the Board if any 

of the candidates on the list were not available. 

− Ms LEITÃO-MARQUES wondered why a proposal she had submitted had not been considered.  

− Ms KAILI responded that she would check and asked the Secretariat for an update on this. She also asked for 

the support of the Secretariat for working with the OECD1 on an event they were organising in October 2020. 

She also mentioned a contact she had had with the United Nations (UN) for a STOA contribution in connection 

with the next session of the UN General Assembly in September 2020. 

− The Chair announced that, as there were no objections, the Panel had agreed to re-establish the STOA 

International Advisory Board for the 9th parliamentary term (2020-2024) with a focus on supporting STOA’s 

activities on AI. The Panel also decided to invite the proposed candidates to join the Board and accepted to 

create a reserve list. Panel members were invited to submit further suggestions for Board members by 17 July 

2020. The Bureau would consider any additional suggestions and resubmit them to the Panel for approval. 

                                                 
1 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
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7. STOA Panel meetings until the end of 2020 

− The Chair invited Members to decide on the Bureau’s recommendation to hold Panel meetings physically in 

Brussels and online via Interactio until the end of 2020. The meetings would take place on Thursdays before 

plenary week, namely on 10 September, 15 October, 19 November and 10 December, from 11:00 to 12:30. 

− The Chair announced that, as there no objections, the Panel had agreed to hold its meetings physically in 

Brussels and online via Interactio and had approved the proposed timetable. The Panel further gave a mandate 

to the Bureau to consider alternative timings if no slots are available at the proposed dates and times. 

8. Date and place of next meeting: Thursday, 10 September, 11:00 – 12:30, Room t.b.c. 

 

The meeting ended at 12:34. 

 

 

 

ANNEX 

List of participants 

 

STOA Panel members 

Ms Kaili, Mr Ijabs, Ms De Sutter, Ms Donato, Ms Galvez Muñoz, Mr Hristov, Ms Leitão Marques, Ms Toia. 

Scientific Foresight Unit (STOA) 

Mr Karapiperis, Mr Pataki, Ms Van Woensel, Ms Tanova, Mr Boucher, Ms Fáy, Mr Kononenko, Mr Kritikos, 

Ms Kuljanic, Ms Polidori, Mr Quaglio, Mr Evrard, Mr Gregory-Manning, Ms Lipp. 

Other participants 

Mr Šefčovič (Vice-President for Interinstitutional Relations and Foresight, European Commission), Mr Hiller 

(Director, EPRS, Directorate B), Mr Katsikogiannis (Assistant to Ms Kaili), Ms Benini (Assistant to Ms Donato), 

Ms Ivanova (Asssistant to Mr Hristov), Mr Nogueira Leite (Assistant to Ms Leitão-Marques). 


